

	Council Meeting Minutes
Town of Hampton, SC 
April 21, 2026

  Present Council Members:	Mayor Robert Brown
					Councilwoman Beth Chafin
					Councilman Charles Boyles
					Councilman Kevin Brown
					Councilwoman Liz Hager
					Councilman Travis ‘Pete’ Mixson
					
					
		
												
						
Others Present:                        Perry McAlhaney, Police Chief
				Dylan Brabham, Fire Department
				Christy Allen, Court Clerk			
								
	
			
					
															
1. Call to Order:
The Town of Hampton Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Brown at 7:00 pm.
The meeting was held in the Hampton Town Hall Council Chambers. 
	
2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance:
Mayor Brown gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. FOIA Compliance:
Mayor Brown reported that the Town is in compliance with the FOIA.

4. Public Hearings:
4.1 None

5. Public Comment:
None.

6. Approval of Minutes:
Councilman Brown motioned to approve the minutes as presented for March 17, 2026. Councilman Mixson seconded. All were in favor, and the motion passed.



7. Presentations:
7.1 Sally Dobson – Hampton Museum and Visitor Center and Downtown Merchant Association
Ms. Dobson invited anyone that is interested to attend the Downtown Merchants meeting at 9:00 am, Thursday. The meeting will be held at Julienne’s Coffee Shop, and they will be discussing upcoming events, including the Watermelon Festival. She also reported that they have been working to get the museum back in order after the repairs were complete. She stated that she appreciates the guys from Public Works coming to help move things around inside the museum and will need them for two more days to finish. They will need a couple of items for the bathrooms and should be open around June 1 and ready for the Watermelon Festival. The Hampton Museum and Visitor Center will be working with the County Museum to host a National Essay Contest.

8. Appointments:
8.1 Swearing in of Newly Elected Mayor and Council Members:
· Robert Brown was sworn in as Mayor. Councilwoman Beth Chafin administered the Oath of Office and Joan Brown held the bible.
· Kevin Brown was sworn in as Councilman. Kelly Brown administered the Oath of Office and Lily Brown held the bible.
· Charles Boyles was sworn in as Councilman. Mayor Brown administered the Oath of Office and Tina Boyles held the bible.
8.2 Appointment of Councilmembers to Departments:
· Mayor Brown suggested that the following appointments be made:
· Mayor Pro-Tem: Councilwoman Chafin – Councilman Brown motioned to appoint Councilwoman Chafin as Mayor Pro-Tem. Councilman Boyles seconded. All were in favor, and the motion passed.
· Administration: Councilwoman Chafin
· Parks and Recreation: Councilman Boyles
· Police and Fire: Councilman Brown
· Museums: Councilwoman Hager
· Streets/Public Works: Mayor Brown
Councilman Brown motioned to approve the appointments as suggested by Mayor Brown for Administration, Parks and Recreation, Police and Fire, Museums and Streets/Public Works. Councilwoman Chafin seconded. All were in favor and the motion passed.

9. Resolutions/Proclamations:
9.1 Fair Housing Resolution: Mayor Brown read the Fair Housing Resolution, designating April as Fair Housing Month in the Town of Hampton. Councilwoman Chafin motioned to adopt the resolution. Councilman Boyles seconded. All were in favor and the motion passed.

9.2 Child Abuse and Prevention Proclamation: Mayor Brown read the Child Abuse and Prevention Proclamation, designating April as Child Abuse and Prevention month in the Town of Hampton. He also welcomed Danielle Schultz from CAPA, to the meeting and thanked her and her organization for what they do for children in our community. Councilwoman Chafin motioned to approve the proclamation. Councilman Brown seconded. All were in favor and the motion passed.

10. Ordinances:
10.1 Second Readings: None.

10.2 First Readings: None.

11. Financial Statement:
The Financial Statement is presented at the second meeting of the month. Shannon presented the council with the March 2026 financial statement. 

12. Old Business
12.1 Mutual Aid Agreements: Chief McAlhaney presented Mutual Aid agreements with the following agencies to Mayor and Council: Estill, Varnville, Fairfax, Allendale, and Yemassee Police Departments, along with the Hampton and Allendale County Sheriff's Office. These agreements have been approved by the Town’s Attorney. Councilman Brown motioned to approve the mutual aid agreements with these departments. Councilman Boyles seconded. All were in favor and the motion passed.

12.2 Downtown Zoning Contract:
Shannon reported that she is waiting for clarification from the attorneys as to whether this can be paid for with hospitality funds and has a call with the attorney tomorrow.

13. New Business:
13.1 Request for Consent to Close the Alley Between Lee Ave and First Street West (Block 6 in the Town of Hampton):
Councilman Brown presented a letter of recusal for this matter, he has a conflict of interest, a client of his law practice is making this request. Councilman Brown left the meeting while this matter was discussed. 

The property owner of the property on both sides of this alley has made a request to close this alley. Councilwoman Chafin motioned to give consent for the property owner to proceed with this request. Councilwoman Hager seconded. All were in favor, and the motion passed.

Councilman Brown was asked to rejoin the meeting.

13.2 Age Change for Miss Hampton:
Mayor Brown requested to change the age range of Miss Hampton from 17-24 to 16-24. Councilman Brown motioned to change the age range for Miss Hampton to 16-24. Councilman Boyles seconded. All were in favor and the motion passed.

14. Executive Session: None

15. Report Out of Executive Session: None

16. Supervisors’ Report:
· HPD: Chief McAlhaney congratulated all of the newly sworn in officials. He also reported that there have been about 303 calls for service so far this month.
 
· HFD: Chief Brabham reported that there have been around ninety calls so far this year. 

· Administration: Nothing to report at this time.

· Council Reports:
Councilwoman Hager: Nothing to report at this time. 
Councilwoman Chafin: Nothing to report at this time.
Councilman Brown: Has met with members of the Hampton Police Department to see how the council can support them and is available to meet with the Fire Department as well.
Councilman Boyles: Nothing to report at this time.

17. Mayor Brown:
· Lightsey Park should be closing on May 4 for the new lighting installation and should be closed for the month of May.
· Work at Dave Daniels Park should start around the same time and will need extra patrols in the area during that time to monitor the equipment and supplies that will be delivered there.
· Residents in the Lightsey Extension area have requested extra patrol for the area due to higher activity.
· There are over eight hundred street signs that need to be ordered, along with the posts and brackets needed. He will be meeting with the County Transportation Commission to find out the next steps in the project.
· The garden at Five Points is being redone by ACE Hardware (Brunson Building Supply).
· The planters on Lee Avenue will be planted soon.

18. Adjourn:
Councilwoman Chafin motioned to adjourn. Councilman Boyles seconded. All were in favor, and the motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm.










________________________________
								Mayor Robert J. Brown							
								________________________________
								Councilman Kevin A. Brown

								________________________________
								Councilwoman Beth Chafin
																						________________________________
								Councilwoman Liz Hager

________________________________
								Councilman Charles M. Boyles	


	Shannon Altman (Recorder) __________________________    Date ___________________
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