

	Council Meeting Minutes
Town of Hampton, SC 
February 3, 2026

 Present Council Members:	Mayor Robert Brown
					Councilwoman Beth Chafin
					Councilman Kevin Brown
					Councilwoman Liz Hager	
					Councilman Travis ‘Pete’ Mixson
					
		
												
						
Others Present:		Perry McAlhaney, Police Chief
				Dylan Brabham, Fire Department
							
	
					
							
															
1. Call to Order:
The Town of Hampton Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Brown at 7:00 pm.
The meeting was held in the Hampton Town Hall Council Chambers. 
	
2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance:
Mayor Brown gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. FOIA Compliance:
Mayor Brown reported that the Town is in compliance with the FOIA.

4. Public Hearings:
4.1 Fiscal Year 2027 Budget- Councilwoman Chafin motioned to enter into a Public Hearing for the    Fiscal Year 2027 Budget. Councilman Mixson seconded. All were in favor, and the motion passed. Mayor Brown asked for any questions or comments regarding budget ordinance for the fiscal year ending 2027. There being no changes since the first reading, there were no additional comments or questions. Councilwoman Chafin motioned to close the public hearing and go into the regular meeting. Councilman Mixson seconded. All were in favor, and the motion passed.

5. Public Comment:
None.

6. Approval of Minutes:
Councilman Brown motioned to approve the minutes as presented for January 20, 2026. Councilwoman Hager seconded. All were in favor, and the motion passed.

7. Presentations:
7.1 None 

8. Appointments:
8.1 None:

9. Resolutions/Proclamations:
9.1 None:

10. Ordinances:
10.1 Second Readings: An Ordinance to Enact the Consolidated Budget for the Town of Hampton for Fiscal Year Beginning March 1, 2026, and ending February 28, 2027. 

Councilman Brown motioned to accept the second reading of Ordinance number 2026-01 - An Ordinance to Enact the Consolidated Budget for the Town of Hampton for Fiscal Year Beginning March 1, 2026, and ending February 28, 2027. Councilwoman Chafin seconded. All were in favor, and the motion passed.

10.2 First Readings: None.

11. Financial Statement:
Financial Statements are given at the second meeting of the month. 

12. Old Business
[bookmark: _Hlk218587885]12.1 Discussion on Guidelines for Unsheltered Individuals Camping in Public Spaces: Shannon has sent the information over to the attorneys and will follow up with them. 

12.3 Façade Grant Guidelines: Shannon presented the council with a copy of the Façade Grant Applications; this application has been approved by the attorneys. Councilman Brown inquired about the decision on the boundaries. Boundaries were discussed for all of Lee Ave to the middle of First Street East and First Street West, and the center of Elm Street to the center of Magnolia Street. This will be included in the ordinance developed by the attorneys for us.

12.4 Demolition of Burned Property: Councilman Brown to follow up with the attorneys on this matter.

13. New Business:
13.1 IT Support:
Mayor Brown reported that he and Shannon met with PRTC and are waiting for a proposal for IT Services.



13.2 Brunson County Fair:
Shannon attended this meeting and reported that the Town of Brunson hopes to get all of the county involved in this fair and make it an annual tradition. They are looking for other towns to partner financially and/or with manpower. Shannon will continue to attend the meetings and report information back to the council.

13.3 Watermelon Festival Request:
Mayor Brown presented a request from the Hampton County Watermelon Festival Committee with sponsorship opportunities. He explained the various levels of sponsorship and what type of advertising you would get at each level. Hospitality funds can be used for this event, putting funds back into the community by keeping many of these events free through sponsorship.

Councilman Brown motioned to purchase a Triple Crown Sponsorship and a Street Dance Sponsorship, with hospitality funds. Councilwoman Hager seconded. All were in favor, and the motion passed.

13.4 Mutal Aid Agreements:
Mayor Brown asked for discussion of Mutual Aid agreements. Interim Fire Chief Brabham stated that they usually have automatic aid agreements with Hampton County and the Town of Varnville. Police Chief McAlhaney stated that they have mutual aid agreements with the county, all of the police departments in the county as well as the Town of Fairfax and the County of Allendale. Both stated they renew these agreements annually.

14. Executive Session: Personnel Matter – Fire Department:
Councilwoman Chafin motioned to enter into an executive session to discuss a personnel matter in the Fire Department. Councilman Mixson seconded. All were in favor, and the motion passed.

Councilwoman Chafin motioned to enter into open session. Councilman Mixson seconded. All were in favor, and the motion passed.


15. Report Out of Executive Session:
Mayor Brown reported that the council discussed the appointment of a Fire Chief for the Hampton Fire Department. 

Councilwoman Hager motioned to appoint Interim Chief, Dylan Brabham, as the Fire Chief for the Hampton Fire Department. Councilman Mixson seconded. All were in favor, and the motion passed.

16. Supervisors’ Report:
· HPD: Chief McAlhaney reported that the police department was prepared for the recent winter weather and did not have any incidents. He stated that they have two prospective candidates for hire.
 
· HFD: Chief Brabham reported that there were few calls for the fire department during the winter storm and no major calls. He had to take the fire engine to Dr. Tire in Estill to have two of the tires replaced, with the state contract pricing the replacement cost around $1500, this includes labor. Tractor Supply made a $500 donation to the Fire Department to participate in the Touch a Truck event, which they used at the Tractor Supply store to purchase an air compressor. This air compressor is available to the police department to use as well, if needed. There was a total of thirty-nine calls for the month of January 25 in town and fourteen out in the county.

· Administration:  Shannon reported that the auditors will be onsite the last week of May and first week of June. The tax money collected by the county for the Town in the month of December was received late last week, she has explained to the county that the January collections must be sent over to the Town before the end of February.

· Council Reports:
Councilman Mixson: Nothing to report at this time.
Councilwoman Chafin: asked for an update on the Nix Street playground. Mayor Brown stated that this was sent back out for bids by LCOG.
Councilman Brown: Nothing to report at this time.
Councilwoman Hager: Nothing to report at this time.


17. Mayor Brown:
· Many places were closed or opened on delay, the Town Hall operated on a normal schedule.
· Thanked Representative Hager for attending the meeting.

18. Adjourn:
Councilwoman Chafin motioned to adjourn. Councilman Mixson seconded. All were in favor, and the motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 pm.












________________________________
								Mayor Robert J. Brown							
								________________________________
								Councilman Kevin A. Brown

								________________________________
								Councilwoman Beth Chafin
																						________________________________
								Councilwoman Liz Hager

________________________________
								Councilman Travis L. Mixson	


	Shannon Altman (Recorder) __________________________    Date ___________________
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