

	Council Meeting Minutes
Town of Hampton, SC 
July 21, 2026

  Present Council Members:	Mayor Robert Brown
					Councilwoman Beth Chafin
					Councilman Charles Boyles
					Councilman Kevin Brown
					Councilwoman Liz Hager
					
					
					
					
		
												
						
Others Present:                        Troy Long, HPD Interim Chief
				
							
								
							
															
1. Call to Order:
The Town of Hampton Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Brown at 7:00 pm.
The meeting was held in the Hampton Town Hall Council Chambers. 
	
2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance:
Councilman Boyles gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. FOIA Compliance:
Mayor Brown reported that the Town is in compliance with the FOIA.

4. Public Hearings:
4.1 None

5. Public Comment:
None.

6. Approval of Minutes:
Councilwoman Hager motioned to approve the minutes as presented for July 7, 2026. Councilman Boyles seconded. All were in favor, and the motion passed.

7. Presentations:
7.1 Bill Hancock, The Brittingham Group – Fiscal Year End 2026 Audit: Mr. Hancock presented those in attendance with the audit report for the fiscal year ending February 28, 2026. 
· The auditors were onsite for two weeks in May and received all information requested in a timely manner. 
· Pages 1-3 are the overall opinion of the firm.
· Pages 35-36 discusses internal controls; they did not identify any processes that need to be changed at this time and there were no errors found in reporting income tax withholding or state reported information.
· Page 34 – Victim’s funds were properly dispersed.
· Page 10 – Budget: grant revenues were well over budgeted amount, these funds are difficult to budget, they are not the same each year. There was an overall surplus of $215,378 and a loss was budgeted.
· GFO recommends having enough cash on hand for 180-270 days of operating; the Town has approximately 90-100 days of cash on hand.

Mr. Hancock opened it up to questions: Councilman Brown noted that there was more in business license collections than property taxes. Business license collections were around $1.1 million, and property taxes were around $819k. Councilman Brown expressed concern that if there were one large business in there that left or closed, this would create a huge budget gap. Mr. Hancock stated that one of the tests they do is for concentration, if there is a business license or property tax that accounts for 5% or more of the income, they will identify that and there were none. More than half of the business license collection is for franchise fees in lieu of business license. Councilman Brown also inquired on the pension fund, noting that it has gone down and asks if they predict that it will continue. 


8. Appointments:
8.1 None

9. Resolutions/Proclamations:
9.1 None 

10. Ordinances:
10.1 Second Readings: None.

10.2 First Readings: None.

11. Financial Statement:
The Financial Statement is presented at the second meeting of the month. Shannon sent out the June 2026 statements to everyone, please let her know if you have any questions. 

12. Old Business
12.1 Years of Service Policy for New Hires: Mayor Brown presented the proposed resolution for a Years of Service Policy for New Hires and asked Councilwoman Chafin to explain a little more detail about the policy. After a brief discussion, Councilman Brown motioned to pass the resolution, a Resolution of the Town Council of the Town of Hampton, South Carolina, Adopting a Policy for Recogntion of Prior Governmental Service for Leave Accrual Purposes. Councilman Boyles seconded. All were in favor, and the motion passed.

13. New Business:
13.1 Sewer Line Repair:
Councilman Brown presented Mayor Brown with a recusal letter for this item due to a family member bidding on this project. After Councilman Brown was excused, Mayor Brown presented to the Council that there was a sewer line repair needed at Lightsey Park that is urgent in nature.  Shannon requested quotes from four local companies and the following was submitted:
· Luray Plumbing and Electric submitted an estimate for $3900.00, and the work would be completed between August 3 and 7th.
· ACE’s Plumbing submitted an estimate of $6200.00, no start date listed but the work duration was estimated to be completed in one working day, weather permitting.
· Southern Green submitted an estimate of $4650.00, stating that they could have the work completed by Friday, July 24.
Councilman Boyles motioned to accept the estimate from Southern Green to replace the sewer line at Lightsey Park. Councilwoman Hager seconded. All were in favor, and the motion passed.

14. Executive Session - None: 

15. Report Out of Executive Session – None: 

16. Supervisors’ Report:
· HPD: Interim Chief Long reported that five people were arrested and remain in custody at this time for a shooting near Lightsey Street, where they found 79 shell casings, two cars and a house were hit. 
 
· HFD: Mayor Brown presented on behalf of the Fire Department, Chief Brabham and Firefighter Tyler Nix will be attending a training August 5-7, that will certify them both as a Fire Inspector. The previous Fire Inspector has resigned and at this time, they have been working with the county to inspect the local school as required before school starts. 

· Administration: Shannon reported that things have been going well in the administrative office; the opening for the position in the administrative office will close on July 24, at that time applications will be reviewed and interviews will start.

· Council Reports:
Councilwoman Chafin: Thanked the Administrative Staff for their work on the annual audit.
Councilman Boyles: Reported that they are waiting on the date that the tennis courts can be replaced. He also spoke to a vendor at the MASC Annual meeting that could help
Councilwoman Hager: Would like to have CC&I come to the Old Colored School for an assessment to help with bidding out some much-needed repairs.
Councilman Brown: Nothing to report at this time.


17. Mayor Brown:
· County Municipal Meeting will be held tomorrow at 6:00pm, this will be at the Bull Durham Building in Estill. Chief Solomon, Estill Police Department, will be presenting on neighborhood safety and Ms. Faye Gooding will be presenting information on Government Bootcamp. Food will be provided.
· The Dave Daniels Park should be completed by July 24, with a ribbon cutting scheduled for August 4, at 4:00 pm.

18. Adjourn:
Councilman Boyles motioned to adjourn. Councilwoman Hager seconded. All were in favor, and the motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 7:34 pm.



________________________________
								Mayor Robert J. Brown							
								________________________________
								Councilman Kevin A. Brown

								________________________________
								Councilwoman Beth Chafin
																						________________________________
								Councilwoman Liz Hager

________________________________
								Councilman Charles M. Boyles	


	Shannon Altman (Recorder) __________________________    Date ___________________
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